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A NEW FERN RECORD FOR ARKANSAS
Dwight V. Moore, University of Arkansas
To most people of Arkansas, April 12, 1945 Is chiefly
memorable as the date of the death of President Franklin D.
Roosevelt. It also marks the discovery near Prescott, Arkansas,
of a very unusual representative of the Ophloglossaceae.
While the writer was checking on the
variation of certain flowering plants In a
low open meadow one and a half miles south
of Prescott, Arkansas, a tiny specimen,
easily recognizable as a form of Ophioglossum
was found. (Fig. 2)
The largest specimens stood not more
than 4 cm. tall from the ground to the top
of the fertile frond. The sterile frond
was about 1 cm. long and 0.5 cm. broad and
reached no more than 2 cm. from the ground.
The fertile stalk ranged from 2-3 cm. long
while the sporebearlng portion was only 3
mm. long. The leaves arose from a tiny
globose rhizome, 2-4 mm. In diameter, bear-
Ing a few very slender roots.
When this material was presented and
described to members of the American Fern
Society at St. Louis InMarch, 1946, Itwas



























lection appears to represent the most northerly station yet re-
ported for this little species.
Previously two species of Ophioglossum have been reported In
Arkansas. 0. engelmanni Prantl. Is quite common in thin soil on
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calcareous rocks. 0. vulgatum Is found in alluvial soils In
meadows and woods, chiefly In the southern part of the state. The
new one, while as yet reported only from Prescott may be found
elsewhere In the coastal plain portion of the state.
Note: Additional material of the same fern was collected
from the same station In April, 1949. At this time the specimens
all appeared to be even smaller than those found In 1945.
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